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Upcoming events/reminders 

Holiday - September 1  
Labor Day, No School 

Board Meeting - September 14 
 Board Room @ 6 PM 

Board Meeting  - September 28 
Board Room @ 6 PM 

As  we  transition  leadership  in  our  District,  we  look  forward  to  the 
reality our staff, students and community are “set up” for a great future:
Growth in Enrollment:  We have had a good increase in enrollment as of late, and 
there are promising signs of increased housing opportunities in the community. A few 
key housing industry leaders are looking seriously to invest in building more homes in 
Corcoran proper. Time will tell how that impacts our schools and our growth. In any 
event, our school board and administration are always looking for new opportunities 
to see how any growth can be achieved, even if it means building new facilities.

CORCORAN UNIFIED: THE FUTURE LOOKS BRIGHT

Facility Improvements: The next three to four years include fulfilling a plan to increase over 20 new classrooms 
and increased outdoor learning areas in every campus. That will provide more student space indoors and outdoors 
with improvement in aesthetics and overall campus appearance.

College and Career Readiness: Corcoran High School continues to demonstrate higher percentages of college 
and career-ready students. We have over 250 or our 920 students who are enrolled in college courses at the high 
school. We have several career pathways that include more and more students who will receive certifications to 
begin work in software, nursing, medical tech, welding, etc. More and more of our students are also UC and CSU 
ready that rivals similar school districts in our Central Valley.

Academic Growth: Visit any classroom in our District from Preschool through Adult Education, and you find 
classrooms that are focused on the welfare of our students with the challenge for every student to grow academically.
Social-Emotional Learning: We have adopted a strong culture of caring and kindness by adopting the Capturing 
Kids Hearts program in every classroom and program. We provide powerful opportunities for students to grow in 
their values and conduct everywhere they participate on and off our campuses! We have grown from one to three 
Psychologists, two Mental Health Technicians, an increase of another four counselors, and several support staff to 
help meet the social, emotional learning for all of our students. 

Staff  Growth:  We  are  growing  in  two  major  ways.  Our  staff  increases  in  skills  and  opportunities  to  grow 
professionally in every aspect of their work by emphasizing our District to build people. We are also increasing in 
numbers. We have added support staff, teachers, and programs that equal an increase of 340 employees to almost 
380! Our team has grown to provide the means and wherewithal to see our mission and vision achieved.

New Leadership: There is confidence and a team effort to see our new leaders take the baton to see our District 
mission and vision reach the next level. The Board has a great plan to see that through, and we have set up our staff 
and students to do great things now and years beyond!



Thank you for the experience and opportunity to work with so many talented, dedicated, kind, 
and wonderful people. I have been so blessed to have the opportunity to serve and be part of great 
work across the board in every dimension of Corcoran Unified. I have witnessed the work and 
attitudes of great people who make their work their passion and calling.

I have been blessed to have over 17 years of great fellowship and growth from people I care about 
and highly esteem. Any good thing that I may be credited for only comes from the grace of my 
heavenly  Father,  who  provides  my  strength,  hope,  and  faith  in  every  dimension  of  my  life: 
personal and professional.

My prayer is for each and every one of our staff and students to be protected, blessed, encouraged, 
and strengthened to fulfill their calling and purpose. I will provide the same advice I shared with 
my students  and  players  as  I  left  my first  teaching  job:  “Put  God first,  and  you’ll  never  go 
wrong.” 

With great gratitude and appreciation,

Rich 

“Seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness,
and all these things will be added to you.” Matthew 6:33

Here is my prayer:

“The Lord bless you and keep you;
 the Lord make his face shine on you
and be gracious to you;
the Lord turn his face toward you 
and give you peace.”
Numbers 24:6 

Thank You!!!



Dear Corcoran Unified Faculty, Staff, Students, 
and Community,

It is with great honor and excitement that I have been appointed 
as the interim superintendent by the District Board of Trustees. 
Corcoran  Unified  has  established  a  vision  of  becoming  "A 
Destination District where people are drawn to Corcoran due to 
the quality, reputation, and accomplishments of our students and 
schools."  This  has  been  established  through  a  collaborative 
approach  of  hard  work  to  create  a  positive  environment  that 
encourages  innovation  and  personal  growth,  resulting  in  a 
culture  of  excellence  for  our  students.  Secondly,  Corcoran 
Unified has established itself as a leader in high access to high-
tech educational tools via one-to-one. Therefore it is my goal to 
continue,  support  and  perhaps  even  grow  these  strong 
educational  traditions while  serving as  interim superintendent 
during this time of transition.

In addition, we have to address the safety of students and staff as 
it relates to the COVID 19 pandemic.  Our staff continues to work tirelessly to provide the best 
possible education in these uncertain times. This can only take place through a collaborative 
effort by all at the Corcoran Unified School District and the community.

On a personal note, my wife and I have been long-time residents of the San Joaquin Valley and 
presently reside in Lemoore California.  We have two children and three granddaughters who all 
have attended public school in Lemoore.  We strongly believe that education is the vehicle that 
impacts the future of our students.

Through my education and experience, I have learned that the art of teaching is using active 
pedagogy that develops the minds of all  students from preschool to adulthood. As a former 
English learner and migrant student, I understand the challenges of acquiring a new language.  I 
am an educator truly committed to developing the mind and body of all students in our District.

I  am  thankful  for  this  opportunity  to  serve  the  Corcoran  Community  as  the  Interim 
Superintendent.  Please feel free to contact me should you have any questions.

Sincerely,
Guadalupe Solis, Ed. D.

CUSD’S INTERIM SUPERINTENDENT

Guadalupe Solis, Ed.D



The Corcoran Unified School District Board is in the process of conducting an executive search 
for  the  district’s  next  superintendent.  Leadership  associates,  an  executive  search  firm,  was 
selected to advise the board in this important process.  On August 24, 2021, Regular Board 
meeting, President Sammy Ramirez was selected as the Board's liaison and spokesperson to 
help lead the search.  The Board discussed the use of input from stakeholder groups and online 
survey results to develop a position profile.  Board Members will review and respond to the 
position  description  prior  to  the  posting  on  District's  and  Leadership  Associates'  website.  
Below is the final timeline that will allocate the process.

SUPERINTENDENT SEARCH



Welcome New Teachers!

Erikka Eaton

Maria Becerra

John C. Fremont Elementary 
What school, subject and grade are you teaching?  John C. Fremont, Multiple 
Subject, 3rd Grade
Where did you grow up?  I was born in hanford and grew up in Corcoran, CA.
Where  did  you  go  to  college?  Majors/Degrees?   After  graduating  from 
Corcoran High School, I went to West Hills College Lemoore where I received 
my A.A.. I then transferred to Fresno Pacific University where I completed my 
BA and Multiple Subject Teaching Credential.
Do you have any prior teaching or other work experience?  Prior to this 
teaching position I worked with students with special needs at Kings Kids. I was 
a student teacher at Martin Luther King Jr Elementary (Hanford, CA ) and John 
C. Fremont (Corcoran, Ca). I was also a substitute teacher for the Kings County 
Office of Education. 
Do you have  any  hobbies?  What  do  you enjoy  doing  away from work?  
During my free time I love spending time with my family/friends, working out, 
playing soccer, drawing, reading, hiking (exploring nature), and cooking. 
Give us a short sentence or two on your teaching philosophy.
Students learn best when they feel welcomed, comfortable, and safe!
What are you looking forward to at CUSD?  I am looking forward to learning 
from the CUSD staff and working with the students and their families.

What school, subject and grade are you teaching?  John C. Fremont Second 
Grade
Tell us a little bit about yourself:  I am working on my credential and I am 
currently in my internship. I am married with three kids, three dogs, two cats and 
bearded dragon. I love to hike and get out in nature to renew my spirit. I love all 
music and I am so excited to be apart of a wonderful second grade team in an 
amazing school. Thank you for this opportunity. 
Where did you grow up?  Hanford California, but my Dad worked for Boswell 
in Corcoran. Corcoran is very special to me. 
Where did you go to college? Majors/Degrees?  I am currently with Brandman 
University working on my Multi-Subject Teaching Degree
Do you have any prior teaching or other work experience?  Yes I worked as a 
Preschool Teacher for Kings County Action Organization. 
Do you have any hobbies? What do you enjoy doing away from work?  I 
love to hike and visit the coast. 
Give us a short sentence or two on your teaching philosophy.
I believe if you show your students love and respect they can and will learn. 
What are you looking forward to at CUSD?  I look forward to growing as a 
teacher  and  building  lasting  relationships  with  my  coworkers  and  the 
community. 



Briseida Fernandez

Erika Lopez

Mark Twain Elementary 

Jose Cardenas

What school, subject and grade are you teaching?  I am teaching 5th grade 
at Mark Twain. 
Tell us a little bit about yourself:  I am a first generation Mexican American 
college graduate and proud of it. I was born in Jalisco, Mexico and raised in 
Corcoran, California. I really enjoy working with the youth in my community, 
aside from working at CUSD, I also coach soccer at the RAC. 
Where did  you grow up?   I  have  lived  in  Corcoran  for  the  most  part.  I 
graduated from Corcoran High School in 2008 and attended all the schools in 
this awesome district. 
Where  did  you  go  to  college?  Majors/Degrees?   I  attended  West  Hills 
College Lemoore and graduated with my Associate's Degree in Social Science 
in 2011. I then attended California State University Fresno and graduated in 
2017  with  my  Bachelor's  Degree  in  Political  Science  and  a  Minor  in 
Sociology.  I  am currently  attending Brandman University  in  pursuit  of  my 
Multiple Subject Teaching Credential along with a Master of Arts in Teaching. 

What school, subject and grade are you teaching?  John C Fremont 3rd 
Grade
Tell us a little bit about yourself:  I am a mother of 4, I have two grand-dogs, I 
love spending time with family and I love the outdoors.
Where did you grow up?  I grew up in Ivanhoe, California.
Where did you go to college? Majors/Degrees?  I went to college at College 
of the Sequoias and Fresno Pacific University 
Do you have any prior teaching or other work experience?  I taught middle 
school for the Juvenile Detention Facility through the TCOE
Do you have any hobbies? What do you enjoy doing away from work?  
My hobbies include jogging, spending time with family and baking.
Give us a short sentence or two on your teaching philosophy.
"All students can learn and want to learn. I just have to meet them where they 
are and move them forward."
What are you looking forward to at CUSD?  Making great memories and 
working with a great team!



Kayla Gregory

What school, subject and grade are you teaching?  Mark Twain - 4th grade
Tell us a little bit about yourself:  I was born and raised in Visalia, CA and 
still live there today. I grew up with 2 amazing parents and 3 younger sisters.  
We are still super close today.  Growing up I spent my summers traveling with 
my grandparents.  By the time I was 16, I had been to 46 states and had never 
flown.  Looking back I see that it was that traveling that fostered my love of 
travel and I try to go somewhere whenever I can, even if it is someplace local.  
When I am not teaching I am spending a bunch of time with my niece and two 
nephews.  I have always worked with kids and knew that I wanted to in some 
way when I grew up.  Unfortunately life got in the way, and I didn't go back to 
school until 4 years ago to pursue my teaching degree.  Ever since I went back 
to school, I have had that passion to work with children reignited and am so 
glad that I decided to go back. 
Where did you grow up?  I was born and raised in Visalia, CA
Where did you go to college? Majors/Degrees?  College of the Sequoias for 
my AA.  Fresno Pacific University for my BA and Multiple Subject Teaching 
Credential
Do you have any prior teaching or other work experience?  I spent 2 years 
teaching 6th grade prior to coming to Corcoran.  Before that, I spent a year 
substitute teaching and really getting some experience in the classroom. Other 
than that just office, retail, and food jobs.
Do you have any hobbies? What do you enjoy doing away from work?  I 
love to read.  If I have any time off, you will usually find me with a book close 
by so I can start reading whenever I feel like it.  Also, if I have a bunch of free 
time, I will try to get out of town on some kind of vacation.  My favorite places 
to go are the beach or Disneyland.
Give us a short sentence or two on your teaching philosophy.
I aim to bring an open mind, a positive attitude, and high expectations to my 
classroom each day. I want to help my students grow and achieve their dreams, 
both inside and outside the classroom.
What  are  you  looking  forward  to  at  CUSD?   I  am  looking  forward  to 
working  in  a  new  grade  and  really  working  to  grow  my  students  love  of 
learning.  I know that the last year and a half have been hard on the students 
going between Zoom and in person and I can see that CUSD really wants to 
bridge the learning gap that has happened due to COVID. 

Do you have any prior teaching or other work experience?  While I was attending Cal State Fresno, I 
was also working part time at TCOE as an instructional assistant to the severely handicapped student 
population in various classrooms in Visalia. I then worked for KCOE as a substitute teacher and was 
fortunate enough to be a long term substitute to many teachers here in our district for the past 4 years. Do 
you have any hobbies? What do you enjoy doing away from work?  I really enjoy spending time with 
my family and helping others in need. 
Give us a short sentence or two on your teaching philosophy.
I believe that if the right individual inspires his/her students, there is no limit as to what they can achieve 
and learn together!  Today's teachers encourage and transform tomorrow's leaders. 
What are you looking forward to at CUSD?  I look forward to inspiring all students at Mark Twain, 
specially my own. 

Jose Cardenas cont.



Dodge Dylan

Sofia 
Huereca-Contreras

John Muir Middle School 
What  school,  subject  and  grade  are  you  teaching?   John  Muir  Middle 
School, Math and 8th Grade
Tell us a little bit about yourself:  I am a CSUMB graduate and a huge sports 
fan. I’m a big Dodgers, Lakers, and Cowboys fan.
Where did you grow up?  Hanford Ca
Where did you go to college? Majors/Degrees?  California State University 
Monterey Bay, BS in Kinesiology 
Do you have any prior teaching or other work experience?  I am a first year 
teacher but I was an Instructional Aide for the Special Program last year at 
Hanford West High School
Do you have any hobbies? What do you enjoy doing away from work?  I 
love playing basketball, traveling, and cooking/BBQing. 
Give us a short sentence or two on your teaching philosophy.
Building relationships is one of the biggest aspects in education and something 
I strive for on a daily basis. Through those relationships comes trust, bonds, 
and a positive learning environment. 
What are you looking forward to at CUSD?  I look forward to preparing my 
students  for  high  school  and  ultimately  the  real  world.  I  hope  to  leave  a 
positive impact on each of my students by the time they leave for high school. 

What  school,  subject  and  grade  are  you  teaching?   John  Muir  Middle 
School, SDC, 6th-8th
Tell  us  a  little  bit  about  yourself:   I  graduated  from Tulare  Union  High 
School  in  1997.  I  used  to  work  in  the  health  insurance  industry  prior  to 
working in education. I have one daughter who is 25, she has a son who is 2 
1/2  years  old.  I  am  widowed.  I  have  reconnected  with  my  childhood 
sweetheart, who happens to be the father of my daughter. 
Where did you grow up?  Tulare, CA (born and raised)
Where did you go to college? Majors/Degrees?  Brandman University, BA in 
Liberal Studies (2019). Working towards a MA in Special Education and a dual 
credential in special education and multiple subjects. I will graduate with my 
MA December 2022.  
Do  you  have  any  prior  teaching  or  other  work  experience?   I  was  a 
paraprofessional for Tulare City School District for over 13 years. I worked 
with 6th-8th grade RSP students.  I  worked for the Tulare County Office of 
Education in the migrant program (3rd to 5th grade). 
Do you have any hobbies? What do you enjoy doing away from work?  
Gardening. When I am away from work I like to relax and listen to music. 
Give us a short sentence or two on your teaching philosophy.
Every student can learn just not in the same way or on the same day. 
What are you looking forward to at CUSD?  I would like to be successful in 
my first year of teaching. 






