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Interim Superintendents Farewell
Dear Corcoran Unified Faculty, Staff, Students, and Community,

It has been a great honor to have served as the interim superintendent for the 
past  couple  of  months.   The appointment  of  Mr.  Ochoa will  surely  help  to 
propel the district with the vision of  “A Destination District where people are 
drawn to Corcoran due to the quality, reputation, and accomplishments of our 
students  and  schools.”  My  short  time  here  has  been  enriched  through  the 
experience of working with everyone in Corcoran.  I have met many educators 
and community members who truly have the students as the center of Corcoran 
Unified.  All collaboration and hard work will continue a culture of excellence 
for our students.  Throughout my stay at Corcoran Unified, my goal has been to 
continue  to  support  the  district  in  this  transitional  period  as  the  new 
superintendent comes on board. 

At the center of education is the safety of our students and staff as we continue to 
deal with the COVID 19 pandemic.  The last few months have been challenging 
and  unprecedented,  but  everyone  has  worked  tirelessly  to  ensure  the  safest 
learning environment is provided. 

We  welcome  Superintendent  Eduardo  Ochoa,  a  product  of  the  Corcoran 
community,  who  serves  as  a  testimony  that  all  of  our  students  can  and  will 
positively  impact  their  careers.   Through  communication,  collaboration,  and 
commitment  to  our  students,  we can  provide  the  best  possible  experience  for 
them. 

I  am  sincerely  thankful  for  this  opportunity  to  have  served  the  Corcoran 
Community as the interim superintendent of Corcoran Unified.

Thank you,
Guadalupe Solis, Ed.D.

Upcoming events/reminders 

Winter Break 
No School 

December 20, 2021 - January 7, 
2022   

Board Meeting   
January 11, 2022 

Board Room @ 6 PM 

No School 
January 17, 202 

Martin Luther King Day 

Board Meeting 
January 25, 2022 

Board Room @ 6 PM
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I am excited and thankful for the privilege of  serving as the 
Superintendent for Corcoran Joint Unified School District. Many of  
you know my story. I am a proud product of  the Corcoran community 
and school system. I am also the fourth of  five children of  amazing 
parents who worked as migrant farmworkers. After graduating from 
Corcoran High School, I attended Stanford University, earning my 
Bachelor's Degree in Economics and a Master's Degree in Education. 
I returned to Corcoran shortly thereafter to continue my career as a 
math teacher, high school and elementary school administrator, and 
director of  categorical programs. Most recently, I have worked in the 
Lemoore Union Elementary School District as the Assistant 
Superintendent. My beautiful wife and I have four children: Breanna, 
Xavier, Sofia, and Camilla. 

My transition into the role of  superintendent and my first days in this position have been and continue 
to be very positive and welcoming. I have received exceptional support, and I am extremely thankful for 
the warm reception. I understand coming in that I will be working with our staff  to build on the solid 
foundation that already exists. This foundation is due to the amazing and collaborative work of  the staff, 
the efforts of  the students and families, the incredible leadership of  our previous superintendent, Mr. 
Rich Merlo, and the strong direction of  the members of  the Board of  Education. I am also thankful for 
the leadership and support of  our interim superintendent, Dr. Lupe Solis, during this transition period. 

The district's vision of  "A Destination District" will continue where families, students, and staff  will be 
drawn to Corcoran due to our students and schools' quality, reputation, and accomplishments. We have 
incredible people working in the district. We will continue to build on this foundation through strong 
collaboration, clear and frequent communication, establishing a strong, student-centered culture of  
excellence, and being dedicated to positive achievement for all students. 

I look forward to the months ahead as we continue to work together to support our students and 
navigate through the COVID-19 pandemic in a safe manner. As educators, it is our responsibility to 
prepare all of  our students, regardless of  the circumstances, and help them build a solid foundation to 
take on whatever educational and/or career path they choose to follow after high school. 

I look forward to our partnership so that we may positively affect the lives of  our students and our 
community. 

Sincerely,  

Eduardo Ochoa 
Superintendent
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Belinda Duran, Teacher of Impact
The Tulare Kings College and Career Collaborative (TKCCC) 
recognized High School teacher Belinda Duran as a Teacher of  
Impact.  Kings County Director of  Student Services Lisa Rodriguez 
recognized her tremendous work for Corcoran High School in the 
Area of  College and Career Readiness.  Kings County Superintendent 
Todd Barlow presented her with an award. (pictured right) 

The Tulare Kings College and Career Collaborative is a regional 
collaborative of  K-12 school districts, post-secondary institutions, and 
workforce development partners.  The program promotes relationships 
across these components through data-driven approaches, high-quality 
career pathway development, work-based learning experiences, college, 
and career readiness shared outcomes.  They help to provide students 
with the most significant potential for their success.

On Tuesday, December 14, 2021, the CUSD Board held their Annual Organizational Meeting.  At this 
meeting, the Board voted and appointed Sammy Ramirez as Board President, Berenice Alvarez as 
Vice President, and Sandra DeLaFuente as Board Clerk.   

Pictured left to right: Patty Robertson, Berenice Alvarez, Sammy Ramirez, Sandra DeLaFuente, and Valerie Bega

Reorganized Board



CUSD Star Students

Front row, left to right: Derek Aguilar Rojas, Daleyza Armenta, and Sienna Herrera.  Middle row, left 
to right: Esmeralda Marie Ledesma, Amanda Elizabeth Curtis, and Justo Alejandro Angulo Quintero.

Bret Harte student, Daleyza Armenta	
Nominated by First Grade teacher, Nancy Riker 

Daleyza has demonstrated leadership by taking  the  initiative to  help  others  when  needed without 
being told to do so.  She is a very positive role model in class. She is very kind and respectful 
towards others. She has many friends because of the positive attitude that she radiates.  Daleyza is 
always ahead of the game in helping others, and she is very honest and respected. She can be 
trusted to always do her best at school and treat others kindly.  Daleyza had overcome being shy and 
making friends when school started. Once peers got to know more about Daleyza and her kindness, she 
grew her friendship circle quickly. 

John C. Fremont student, Derek Aguilar Rojas 
Nominated by Second Grade Teacher, Rosio Lerma 

Dereck is a student who is always ready and eager to learn. He enjoys learning about the world around 
him and takes the initiative to read books and search the web to learn about history and science topics. 
He helps his fellow classmates whenever he notices someone is struggling with a task or has a question; 
he steps in and enjoys coming to the rescue. His peers like him and respect him because he is 
friendly, kind, and caring. He's a hard worker who doesn't say, ”I can't do it" or "This is difficult"; 
instead, he works out a problem or asks for help. He always has something positive and encouraging to 
say in class. He is an English Language Learner and his success stems from his drive and hunger for 
knowledge. He is currently one of the top students in the class.  He has already mastered the math facts 
for second grade and is currently reading at the fourth-grade level. He is a pleasure to have in class and 
is an excellent example to his peers. 



Mark Twain student, Sienna Herrera 
Nominated by Fifth Grade teacher, Haley Highfill 

Sienna is an exemplary student in showcasing a growth mindset in the classroom.  She arrives at school each 
day with a smile on her face, ready to take on the day.  Sienna is always on task, follows all academic and 
behavioral expectations, and is the first to help a classmate in need. Sienna treats each of  her classmates with 
respect, and she is friendly to all.  Sienna is the first to try new things and is willing to learn new skills in class.  
She works hard to complete all tasks at hand to the best of  her ability.  Her integrity shows through her 
willingness to never give up when faced with a challenge.  It has been an honor to be Sienna's teacher for the 
past two years. When Sienna entered my class, she struggled and lacked confidence in her academic ability. 
Not only has she built up her self-confidence, but she has also grown two grade levels in reading and three and 
a half  grade levels in math.  Sienna continues to amaze me with her improvements and approach to every 
challenge she is faced with.  I am incredibly proud of  her hard work and can't wait to see what successes she 
will achieve in the future. 

John Muir student, Esmeralda Marie Ledesma 

John Muir Staff  says, “It has been fantastic to have Esmeralda over the past 2 1/2 years. She is bright, 
energetic, welcoming, and a role model for students on campus.” 
ASB Teacher Marlena Ramirez says, “Esmeralda is a bright and confident young lady. She maintains good 
grades and is an athlete and student council member.” 
Teacher Scott Branch says, “Esmeralda is a nearly straight-A student, plays on the volleyball and soccer teams. 
She tries very hard to do her best on every assignment she works on. She makes the campus a better place.” 
Athletic Director Justin Reynolds says, “I have had the pleasure of  having Esmeralda in my class this year, and 
it has been the utmost pleasure to be her teacher. She is a very bright student and very committed to achieving 
excellence in her studies. She is very responsible and committed to being a straight-A student. 
She shows excellent leadership skills and takes an active role in leadership positions in the classroom. As 
Athletic Director, I have also watched her excel as an athlete for John Muir. She is very committed to the teams 
she plays for and the coaches who coach her. She is doing a great job this year finding opportunities to be 
active with all the available options at John Muir. I am very proud of  this student, and I look forward to seeing 
all that she will accomplish going forward.” 
Principal Whitmore states, “Esmeralda has a smile that brightens the room. She is one of  our best students in 
and out of  the classroom. Esmeralda excels in everything that she does.” 

Corcoran High School student, Amanda Elizabeth Curtis 
Nominated by Principal Antonia Ramirez 

Amanda has been a standout student since her first day at CHS. She is one of  the most respectful, professional, 
dedicated, and driven students I have had the pleasure of  knowing. Amanda takes on challenging tasks and 
endeavors to succeed each time. She meets her A-G College Entrance Requirements and has taken dual 
enrollment courses through the College of  the Sequoias.  I cannot think of  a single day that I have run into 
Amanda where she has not given me the best smile and said, "Hello Mrs. Ramirez," and wished me to have a 
good day. Her teachers speak highly of  her, and her classmates look up to her as a leader on campus. 
  



Star Student Amanda cont. 
Amanda has been in Yearbook consistently since her freshmen year. She has grown from student to mentor 
over these last four years. A few years ago, we transitioned yearbook companies and yearbook instructors, and 
this was a challenge that Amanda embraced. Her yearbook teacher relies on her heavily, and I have enjoyed 
seeing her at our school events with her camera in hand. One particular moment that genuinely impressed me 
was at a football game where Amanda saw Mrs.  Tina Botill from The  Corcoran  Journal and enthusiastically 
approached her and asked her for any photography tips. Amanda spent the evening absorbing as much as she 
could. This type of  initiative makes Amanda very respected by our students and staff. 

Amanda takes her education very seriously. She cares deeply about our school, and she is very involved. I am 
very grateful to have a student like her on campus. She is a gem. 

The biggest challenge Amanda faces is a very full academic and extra-curricular plate. I know it is stressful, but 
Amanda embraces the challenges. This year she has added Academic Decathlon to her resume, and I have 
enjoyed hearing about how she is doing from Mr. Pankratz. 

I am so proud of  Amanda and all of  her endeavors and successes. I cannot wait to see what she accomplishes 
after high school. 

Kings Lake Education Center student, Justo Alejandro Angulo Quintero 
Nominated by his teacher, Douglas Grimsley 

Justo was selected as Kings Lake Star Student because he works extremely hard and always has a positive 
attitude.  He comes to school ready to work and puts in much time outside of  the classroom.  Justo has excelled 
despite recently moving to the United States and still learning the language.  He is always willing to work with 
the paraprofessional that assists him with his work and questions he might have.  When Kings Lake has career 
or college opportunities presentations, Justo is usually the first to ask questions. 

Since coming to Kings Lake Continuation High school, Justo has consistently been a hard-working student.  
He exudes a great attitude towards coming to school, his work, and the staff  and students.  Justo tells me good 
morning every day as he walks in the gate or when he leaves his backpack in my office.  He is a hard worker in 
the classroom and works hard on the curriculum at home.  Ms. Erica and I say that he is a pleasure to have in 
class, and we expect big things from him in the future. 



The Kings County Public Health Department will be open in Corcoran during the Winter 
Break for COVID Testing and Vaccinations.


