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CUSD Newsletter
Upcoming events/reminders
Board Meeting
October 26, 2021
Board Room @ 6 PM
Special Board Meeting
October 28, 2021
Board Room @ 6 PM
Board Meeting
November 9, 2021
Board Room @ 6 PM
No School
November 11, 2021
Veterans Day

"Children need models rather than critics.”
This quote by Joseph Joubert is so essential to support our
children. They need someone who gives them examples of
acting rather than just telling them what they are doing
wrong. Many kids learn better by examples. Have you noticed
that they sometimes ask, "Show me what you mean?" Kids
will learn better rather than just telling them what they are
doing wrong. For example, I could tell a student to stop
complaining, but that would not help; instead, I could be a
positive/happy person and show them how they should act.

CUSD 2021 STAR STUDENTS

CUSD Star Students

“Caroline helped create our class norms and held herself accountable to them at all
times. She is willing to help out whenever called upon. She is kind and respectful
to everyone. Caroline is an excellent role model for students. She is very
responsible, dedicated to learning, and doing her best every day. She always tells
the truth. Caroline had never attended school before, and yet, she knew exactly
what to do. I asked how she knew how to raise her hand, wait her turn, and walk in
line and she said her brother had been practicing with her at home before school
started.” - Carol Abeyta, Kindergarten Teacher

Caroline Jacobo Ochoa
“Camila has been a group leader two consecutive times and has earned the award of
Group of the Month both times. Camila demonstrates excellent leadership by
making sure that her group is always on task. She also does a great job of ensuring
that her group is ready to learn every day. Camila is always willing to work with
students that are struggling. She has always helped students in her group succeed in
class. She does this voluntarily and unexpectedly. Camila is always one of the
students willing to participate and share her ideas in all content and subject areas.
When it is time for her classmates to share their ideas, Camila always listens and
praises their responses. Camila does not let that hold her back. She is always willing
to learn new things and strives to succeed in the learning process. She is a fantastic
student to have in my class, and I wish more of my students were like her. Mrs.
Prins talked to Camila she expressed that she would like to be a nurse or a teacher.
She would like to help other people and help them learn. "As a nurse, I would be
able to help people that are sick. My brother Ricardo helps me when I need help. He
has encouraged me to do better." Camila said.” - Carlos Garcia, 3rd Grade Teacher

Amaya Bragg

Camila Aldaco

“Amaya Bragg is Mark Twain's Star Student of the Month. Amaya
continually demonstrates leadership in Mrs. Valdez's classroom and around
campus. Amaya serves on the Tech Squad in class, always ready and willing
to help others with technological issues and other things students may need.
Amaya is a great example of empathy and integrity. Mrs. Valdez states,
"Amaya has the ability to talk to classmates when they need support, and her
friendly demeanor encourages other students to do their best." Amaya takes it
upon herself to check on students who may be having a rough day. Like
many other students, Amaya was a distance learner last year and has faced
the challenges brought on by it. Amaya continues to show resilience and
meets each challenge with determination. She works hard through each
challenge she faces and focuses on each goal with perseverance.”
- JJ Albert, Mark Twain Principal

“Emily is a quiet leader on campus. During her time here at John Muir, she
maintains a grade point average (GPA) of 3.97.” - Dave Whitmore, John Muir
Principal

“Emily has a positive attitude and sets a good example for her classmates.
She participated in the Zoom sessions last year, and I am pleased to have her
in my Science Fiction & Fantasy elective class again this school year.” Rebekah Martin, Teacher

Emily Amador
Alvarez

“Emily is a very kind and generous person. She not only makes sure she is
learning, but she also makes other kids around her learn as well. I don't
know what else to say about her; she's such a great student and person in my
class.” - Naeila Abubaker, Teacher
“Emily is a great student to have in class. She gets all of her work done, has
performed well on our assessments so far, and is always prepared to learn. I
enjoy having her sit in the front of the class, as she is very well behaved and
responds when called upon.” - Dylan Dodge, Teacher

“Isaac is an amazing role model on campus. He is incredibly friendly,
says, "Hi," to everyone, and is always smiling. He is a positive force in
classes and around campus. Isaac exudes and encourages positivity. He
doesn't like listening to negativity. He does this by "being positive during
the negative talk." Isaac is taking advantage of dual enrollment classes. He
has been selected by the Central Valley Dual Enrollment Consortium as one
of three High school students to be interviewed about what it is like to take
a college class in high school. Other Superintendents and schools will use
Isaac's interview to encourage students to be dual enrolled. Isaac moved
around a lot before finally landing at Corcoran High School. Moving
around can be a bid disrupter and cause a lack of focus. Isaac articulates
this as an obstacle with a lot of reflection and a growth mindset. He
overcame that lack of focus to become a 12th grader with a 3.7 GPA. Isaac
is a great student. Whenever I ask him for something, I know he will agree
to the task even if he is hesitant or nervous. I can always count on him.”
- Antonia Stone, Corcoran High SchoolPrincipal

Darrio Perez

Isaac Bates

“Darrio started doing well in his classes at the start of the pandemic. He has
opted to stay enrolled at Kings Lake and enroll in Corcoran Academy. He is
still doing well, is an excellent example to others coming to Kings Lake,
and has taken this as an opportunity to grow. Darrio has perfect attendance
based on completed work; hasn't had a late assignment; has attended all
appointments; maintains good grades; is very well-mannered. Darrio has
overcome many hardships and has stayed on track. He used the unfortunate
pandemic to focus more on his academics and hasn't let up since. I am very
proud of the growth that Darrio has made.” - Melanee Johnson, Teacher

Caught in the Act

Gina Avalos

What is your work history, including at CUSD?
I started working for the district in 1996. I became a medical assistant in 2004, but
I really missed working with the kids, so I came back.
What is most rewarding to you when working with students or in your job?
When I see the ah-ha moment, I always tell the kids, "I see your brain working!"
The kids think it's funny.
What special project(s) are you working on with the students or in your job?
Currently, we are working on syllables, digraphs, decoding, silent e.
Who has been the biggest inspiration in your life?
I would have to say, my mom. She has a 2nd-grade education level. She was
pulled from school at a very young age to work in the fields to help care for her
sibling. She is the backbone of our family, always willing to do for others.
Tell us a little about yourself:
I have been with my husband for 23 years, married 13. We have one daughter,
Izabella, who is currently in 6th grade. I sing at our church for our worship team.
In fact, I come from a very musically inclined family.
If the world were listening, what would you say?
I always tell the kids, "It's ok to be wrong; just try your best, and I'll be proud of
you!"

What is your work history, including at CUSD?
I worked in Reedley at Kings Canyon Unified School District (KCUSD) as a
Network and Computer Technician, and I worked there for around eight years.
Then I started working at Exeter Unified School District (EUSD) for
approximately six years. I began at EUSD as a Technology Support Specialist
and was promoted to Network Administrator after two years. Then I changed
jobs and worked at Kern County Superintended of Schools (KCSOS) for around
two years as a Network Engineer III. I'm currently working at Corcoran Unified
School District (CUSD) as a Network and System Specialist.
What is most rewarding to you when working with students or in your job?
Solving problems and bringing up new systems, networks to help in the teaching
of students.
What special project(s) are you working on with the students or in your
job?
I'm currently working on a Speedtest, RANCID, Observium, SwitchMap servers,
and other things to help manage and troubleshoot the school network.
Who has been the biggest inspiration in your life?
GOD and family.
Tell us a little about yourself: I'm very hard working. I like taking on new
projects and seeing them come to life from what I see in my own mind.
If the world were listening, what would you say?
Come together; time is too short to fight and argue with one another.

Larry Taylor

Corcoran High School's very own Heriberto Mojica won his first two games playing Smash Brothers for the Nintendo Switch
in a Best-Of-Three competition. Despite some connection issues with his competitor and a few tense moments, he quickly
bested his opponent despite needing to restart the second match due to connection issues. It was an exciting time for him and
his teammates in attendance. We are hopeful that his success will be a precursor to the history we are currently writing.
Chasity Heureca won her first game. She reported that it was enjoyable and challenging, even with two defeats afterward. She
is confident that she will be able to improve with more time, and she is very much looking forward to her upcoming match
next Tuesday. Elias Vargas and Angel Sanchez are still waiting for their matches scheduled for later this week.
Our second game is Rocket League. Our team, unfortunately, did not win any of the matches. The team they were competing
against was very skilled. Our team has only been playing together for the past week. They report that they are excited to keep
at it and have practiced for an hour after their match to hone their skills.
The games being played:
Smash Bros is a Fighter/Platformer
Each Game is a Best-Of-Three matches, one on one, and there is map
elimination, with the winner having an advantage in choosing the next
map. Smash Bros is played as a Fighter game. You can think of Street
Fighter or Mortal Combat without blood, gore, or intense violence. The
characters are titular characters from Nintendo’s games, including Mario,
Kirby, Yoshi, as well as some eclectic characters from gaming past: NES
(from the game Mother circa 1989), Sonic, from the Sonic the HedgeHog
Franchise, Mega Man, The Duck Hunt Dog, and Mr. Game and Watch
(Circa 1980). Each character has abilities that match whom they represent with special abilities themed by their games. The
World map can change, such as platforms being removed or objects being added to the map; however, those features are
turned off for purposes of this tournament.
Skills needed to succeed in this game include timing movement, dodges, attacks, timely resource management for limited
resources such as shields that can block attacks, and charging attacks to deliver a more vigorous blow.
High Tier players learn a specific play style that exploits weaknesses in their appointments style. This needs to be adapted on
the fly.
Application to the real world includes:
- making time-critical decisions with a specified and limited time, weighing many factors, and adjusting their
decisions with new and relevant information
- emotional management is defined as being able to limit the impact that outcome factors into the current situation as
seen through emotional distraction
- strategic planning and adaptive management of resources

Rocket League
This is a Team-based High-velocity soccer game. Each player on a
team of three plays a role similar to real soccer, with a forward,
defender/support, and a goalie. There are variations on the vehicles
which resemble RC cars. Most variations are cosmetic only, but there
are six variations on the HitBox designs. Hit Boxes are the shape of the
actual collision material in a game; the angle and size of each face of
the hitbox, if known, can significantly modify how a player will be able
to affect the ball. These Games are Best-Of-Five with Five minutes per
match.
High Tier players learn to coordinate and designate performances per player in the same way a football or soccer team would
select positions. These players use shortened vernacular to concisely communicate current, actionable playing conditions to
their teammates so as not to inundate one another. These players must coordinate activities including passing, blocking,
offensive and defensive tactics. This game is fairer to be described as an amalgamation of RC Car racing, Soccer, and Football
due to its level of contact and role in the game.
Application to the real world includes:
- strategic team communication that is concise
- a separation of emotional investment from performance
- learning and mastering position-based skills and the when and how to cover down.
- adaptive situational awareness
These teams and players must learn to communicate with strangers, troubleshoot cultural differences, and coordinate resources
across the country. Our teams need to troubleshoot technical issues with Wi-Fi, recording video, and soon we will be adding
streaming.
The wins our students have already attained are that much sweeter, and the losses are much less bitter because of the
tremendous achievement they have achieved by simply competing. Add on to this the fact that every student I have talked with
is excited to compete again (and is actively practicing), and it fills me with joy. I hope you have also enjoyed this update. I do
plan to keep you apprised of our achievements each week. This week is a little longer as I wanted to describe what our students
are doing each day and their questions.
Charles Haché, Corcoran Unified High School IT Gaming Teacher

