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CUSD Newsletter
Upcoming events/reminders
Special Board Meeting
November 6, 2021
Board Room @ 6 PM
Board Meeting
November 9, 2021
Board Room @ 6 PM
No School
November 11, 2021
Veterans Day
Board Meeting
November 23, 2021
Board Room @ 6 PM
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Most recently, I read a book that helped me put a perspective on life. The book
is "Make Your Bed" by Admiral William H. McRaven. In his book, he speaks
about those "little things that can change your life and maybe the world." I
would like to share them with you.
If you want to change the world…
The first starts the day with a task, like making your bed. It never occurred to
me that such a simple task could make such a difference. Without leaving your
bedroom, you have just done something. If you don't accomplish anything else,
your bed is now made. When you return home at the end of the day, no matter
what kind of a day you had, you will be coming to a made bed. It's now been
over ten years since I started the day making our bed, which makes me feel like
I've accomplished something.

You Can't Go It Alone... Find a partner or friend to help you get through the day
and in life. I know of a few teachers who work as partners or colleagues. They
tell me that they learn so much and it makes their job much more enjoyable.
Only the Size of Your Heart Matters… People with the greatest heart seem to be the happiest and are
enjoying life. Life can sometimes be a significant challenge.
Life's Not Fair -- Drive On!... I've always wanted to be picked first to any sport, but because I was always
the smallest, I was picked last. I would love to have been tall and be able to dunk the ball, but the fact is I
am 5'5". There are so many other things I can do and have accomplished.
Failure Can Make You Stronger… We have heard of many great men and women who are a great success.
But do you know that they had many failures as well? When I was learning to play a musical instrument,
there were many times that I hit the wrong note; had I quit, I would not have learned how to play it well
today.
You Must Dare Greatly… Don't be afraid to take risks because if you don't, you will not learn to succeed.
Stand Up to the Bullies… Don't let the Bullies convince you that you are not good enough. The Bullies can
be a physical person or symbolic. It can also be succeeding and overcoming a barrier. Don't let people or
obstacles set the standard for yourself.
Rise to the Occasion… Sometimes you have to step up to the challenge and do not be afraid. Life is full of
challenges, and if we do our best, we can overcome them.
Give People Hope… Look at the bright side of any challenge. Encourage yourself and your colleagues.
Never, Ever Quit!... What a powerful statement. When a marathon runner gets to the 22nd mile of the 26
miles, his legs are burning; their lungs feel like they are going to burst, and your body says stop. You have
to tell your body not to quit.
Change your world, and the world around you will change. "Start by Making Your Bed” - Dr. Solis

Caught in the Act

What is your work history, including at CUSD? This is my 9th year at Mark
Twain teaching 5th grade. I was a substitute teacher for four years before teaching
while finishing my credentialing and master's programs.
What is most rewarding to you when working with students or in your job?
The most rewarding part of my career is making lasting memories that I can
cherish forever. My favorite part of teaching is making memories with students; I
love it when students, years later, email me or come and visit me at back-to-school
night and reminisce about all the fun times they had in 5th grade. Most of the time,
it's not the units, lessons, or curriculum they learned, but instead, it's the fun and
goofy moments we shared that year.
What special project(s) are you working on with the students or in your job?
Currently, we are working on researching and interpreting information from
multiple sources to write about a topic. The students enjoy analyzing sources and
presenting their findings through informational writing.
Who has been the biggest inspiration in your life? The biggest inspiration in my
life was my grandfather. He worked almost his whole life to keep a roof over our heads and food on the
table. He even helped each year by paying for my textbooks in college. He always told me that college was
my ticket out of poverty and made me promise to finish school and do good in the world.
Tell us a little about yourself: I am a wife of almost 15 years to my amazing husband, Steven. I have one
daughter, Kristen, who is 14 years old and an 8th grader at John Muir. In my spare time, I enjoy playing
with our mini pigs, convincing my husband I need more animals, and rooting for my husband and daughter
while they race their dirt bikes in flat track.
If the world were listening, what would you say? "Learning who you are is what you are here to do." -

Candace
Rodrigues

What is your work history, including at CUSD? Before working for CUSD, I
worked at a nursing home for the elderly as a nurse's assistant. When I applied for
Corcoran Unified, I wanted to try a different route and gain different experiences
and knowledge. Recently I went back to being a nurse's assistant on the weekends.
So far, I have really enjoyed working for the school district.
What is most rewarding to you when working with students or in your job?
The most rewarding part about my job is being able to connect with the students.
What special project(s) are you working on with the students or in your job?
As of right now, since it has been red ribbon week, I have been helping the students
with door decorations.
Who has been the biggest inspiration in your life? My biggest inspiration is
myself, as selfish as it may seem. I see myself as my motivation because I know I can
do whatever I set my mind to achieve. You have to have your own positive aura.
Tell us a little about yourself: I currently work at Kings Lake as a yard duty aid and as a nurse assistant in
Visalia. I'm 20 years old and the oldest of 4 siblings. I have lived in Corcoran my whole life. Some of my
hobbies include crafting, reading books, journaling, and napping.
If the world were listening, what would you say? The most important person in the world will always
be yourself. You come first before anyone because if you can't love and accept yourself, how will you be
able to give love to someone.

Ivette Sanchez

Bret Harte School

John C.
Fremont

On Thursday, October 21st, John C.
Fremont students selected fruits and
vegetables from the Food 4
Thought company. They brought
the highest quality of fresh produce
to the school. They also talked to
the students about eating healthy
and making healthy food choices.

The
Kings
County
Sheriff's deputies put on a
K-9 demonstration for
John
C.
Fremont
Elementary students on
Wednesday, October 27,
2021. This demonstration
was part of the school’s
Red Ribbon Week events.
A K9 is assigned to a
specific handler and lives
with the Deputy at their
home. This particular
handler is responsible for
the dog's training, care,
grooming, and medical
needs.
To the right, you will see a
deputy putting on his K9
tactical bite suit. This suit
will provides protection
necessary for bite training.

Mark Twain School

Students in Ms. Valdez’s celebrated Red Ribbon Week by creating a video to declare commitment to live
drug-free. They celebrate living without drugs choose "NOT TO TOUCH IT”!
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1U4wr4PuWfGm4e83vyRDJ5ry-mEWNKjz-/view?usp=sharing

John Muir Middle School
On Thursday, October 28th, John
Muir Middle School students had
a “Career Dress Up Day”. A
student chose to dress up as Mr.
Huizar for this day. Mr. Huizar
was surprised and honored by this
students choice of profession.

Corcoran High School
Rocket League
CHS Blue Team is 0 and 3! Their next Game is this Saturday.
Below is the team and their player names.
Mata:NoKlew1 (captian)
BabyChungus
mythicsLaYeR14
AdmiralRex2427
MyNameIsPonk

Stats
from week 4

Super Smash Bros. Ultimate
ShadowXX
DreamerSyncho
Bruh
JRMPX

1-3
2-2
3-0 (TBD for next game)
1-2 (next game Friday 11/5/21)

CHS and Mr.
Edward Lucero
want you to have a

Friday!!

“What works best in education?”
John Hattie, an educational researcher, studied various influences that had a positive impact on
student learning. After years of research he was able to rank 138 influences that are related to
learning outcomes from very positive effects to very negative effects. One strategy that had the most
positive effect was that of feedback. After learning about what effective feedback looks like there are
7 things to remember:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Feedback is not advice, praise or evaluation. Feedback is information
about how we are doing in our efforts to reach a goal. (Grant Wiggins, p.10)
If students know the classroom is a safe place to make mistakes, they are
more likely to use feedback for learning. (Dylan William, p. 30)
The feedback students give teachers can be more powerful than the
feedback teachers give students. (Cris Tovani, p. 48)
When we give a grade as part of our feedback, students routinely read
only as far as the grade. (Peter Johnston, p. 64)
Effective feedback occurs during the learning, while there is still time to act on it.
(Jan Chappuis, p. 36)
Most of the feedback that students receive about their classroom work is from other
students and much of that feedback is wrong. (John Hattie, p. 18)
Students need to know their learning target~the specific skill they’re supposed to learn
- or else “feedback” is just someone telling them to do. (Susan Brookhart, p. 24)

Article by Lora Cartwright, Director of Educational Services
Source: The collective wisdom of authors published in the September 2012 issue of Educational Leadership: “Feedback for Learning.” (Volume 70, Issue 1)

Stay safe and have fun!

