S

E

P

T

E

M

B

E

R

1

7

,

2

0

2

1

CUSD Newsletter
Upcoming events/reminders
Board Meeting - September 28
Board Room @ 6 PM
Board Meeting - October 12
Board Room @ 6 PM
Board Meeting - October 26
Board Room @ 6 PM

z

District Update

z

This document is to keep you abreast on upcoming items, current issues,
and public relations on the many things happening in the District.

A MESSAGE FROM DR. SOLIS,
INTERIM SUPERINTENDENT

After a year of Zoom, it is exciting to see students and staff on our campuses. As I walk around every site in
the District, I see students getting into the school routine. I saw parents dropping off their students and
students walking to their classrooms. The teachers, paraprofessionals, and support staff are doing a great job
of making the students feel welcomed. It is very exciting that our students are resuming participation in
school activities, sports, student government, and school-wide events. The experiences students have at
school make an impact on them. A simple "good morning" or "how are you doing" may go a long way to
making a connection.
This past week, we were reminded of the tragedy of 9/11. It symbolized and served as an example of how
together we can overcome any challenge. COVID is still here, and we will get through this too. We are still
very involved in addressing the needs of our students as we fully transition into the new normal.
Remember, we have a lot of support and services available at our school sites for students.
I would like to thank each teacher, support staff, administrator, and board member for making our schools a
better place for our students.

Welcome New Teachers!

Corcoran High School

What school, subject, and grade are you teaching? I am teaching Ag Mech
1 and 2, Floral Design at CHS
Tell us a little bit about yourself: I enjoy traveling as often as possible with
my wife of almost four years. While at home, I love to watch TV shows and
YouTube. My favorite TV show is "Wings" from the early 90s. That is a show I
can watch over and over. I know just about every word in every episode. Other
honorable mentions are "La Casa de Papel" and "Ozarks" on Netflix. My
favorite YouTuber is either Mark Rober or Colin Furze. I love musicals, both
plays, and movies. Favorite play is Hamilton. I can't wait to see it again in
December. My favorite movie musical is Les Miserables.
Where did you grow up? I grew up in Corcoran, basically across the street
from the high school
Where did you go to college? Majors/Degrees? After graduating from
Corcoran High School, I went to Fresno State, earning a Mass
Communications and Journalism degree.
Do you have any prior teaching or other work experience? I have no prior teaching experience. My
previous job was Ag Farm Maintenance for CUSD. I worked that job for five years after I finished college.
Do you have any hobbies? What do you enjoy doing away from work?
I enjoy playing card games away from work. I have a poker group that tries to get together once a week.
The group has been playing pretty much every week for the past eight years.
Give us a short sentence or two on your teaching philosophy.
I believe that for students to be interested in learning, they need buy-in. They need to know WHY they are
supposed to learn something and how it will be helpful in life.
What are you looking forward to at CUSD? I am looking forward to helping continue making the Ag
program the best it can be!

Nick Boyett

What school, subject, and grade are you teaching? Corcoran High School,
Biology, 9th grade
Tell us a little bit about yourself: Hey, I'm Connor! I'm a really easy-going
and friendly person. I'm beyond excited to be here at CUSD, and I look
forward to coming to work every day. If you ever see me around (a teacher
that looks like a student), feel free to say hi!
Where did you grow up? I was born and raised in Visalia, California.
Where did you go to college? Majors/Degrees? I attended Fresno State, and I
majored in Biology. I graduated from Fresno State in 2018.
Do you have any prior teaching or other work experience? I substitute
taught throughout the last school year. I finished off last year on a long-term
substitute assignment at El Monte Middle School in Orosi, California.

Conner Charette

Conner Charette cont.

Do you have any hobbies? What do you enjoy doing away from work? I'm a HUGE hockey fanatic and
die-hard Detroit Red Wings fan. I also love to snowboard and spend time with my family and friends.
Give us a short sentence or two on your teaching philosophy.
I believe in the value of connecting with my students and promoting a safe learning environment for
everyone.
What are you looking forward to at CUSD? I'm looking forward to continuing to connect with students
and staff throughout CUSD.
What school, subject, and grade are you teaching? I am teaching Business
and facilitating our Fashion courses at CHS.
Tell us a little bit about yourself: My name is Marina Guzman. I am married
and have three little ones. In addition to teaching, I am also the girls' varsity
basketball head coach. I'm a glass-half-full type of person. I love spreading joy
around everywhere I go.
Where did you grow up? Corcoran
Where did you go to college? Majors/Degrees? I earned my Bachelor of
Science in Business Administration degree online from CTU. 10 years after
graduating from Corcoran High.
Do you have any prior teaching or other work experience? Before teaching,
I worked as a bank teller, a fashion intern, and a receptionist turned assistant
turned worker's compensation claims administrator.
Do you have any hobbies? What do you enjoy doing away from work? My
hobbies include volunteering at my church, reading, working out and interior
decorating.
Give us a short sentence or two on your teaching philosophy. My teaching philosophy is that students
will learn so much more from me if I focus on how much they are cared for and valued than on me. I am
here to serve these kids so that hopefully, they will want to serve others as they grow up, too.
What are you looking forward to at CUSD? I'm looking forward to pouring into the community that
raised me! It's an honor to have the opportunity to be impactful toward today's youth in Corcoran. I hope to
inspire many students to believe in their capabilities and follow their dreams.

Marina Guzman

What school, subject, and grade are you teaching? CHS, English 9 and 11
Where did you grow up? San Jose, CA
Where did you go to college? Majors/Degrees? San Jose State University, BA
in English. Santa Clara University, MA in Education
Do you have any prior teaching or other work experience? 8th grade English,
12th-grade ERWC
Do you have any hobbies? What do you enjoy doing away from work? I ride
dirt bikes/Motorcross. I paint, I enjoy being outdoors, love the ocean, I collect
cool rocks and decks of playing cards :)
Give us a short sentence or two on your teaching philosophy.
Kids should all have an equitable chance at achieving their goals, in school and
out. I believe it is my job to help them find a way to achieve their academic goals.
What are you looking forward to at CUSD? Working with other teachers and
staff members to grow as an educator. I am stoked to learn new things and
develop professionally.

Randi Hathaway

What school, subject, and grade are you teaching? Corcoran High School,
Special Education
Tell us a little bit about yourself: I was born and raised in Reedley and am the
youngest in my immediate family (I have one older brother). I am quite close to
my family, and having grown up in such a small community, I have found that
some friends have quickly become like family to me. My Christian faith is also
quite important to me. I am a singer, a musician, a coffee lover, and a book
enthusiast.
Where did you grow up? I was born and raised in Reedley, CA
Where did you go to college? Majors/Degrees? I attended Reedley College
after high school and, after two years, transferred to Fresno Pacific University,
where I majored in Liberal Studies with an emphasis in English Literature.
Do you have any prior teaching or other work experience? Before enrolling
in FPU's Education Specialist Credential program, I taught one year of 6th grade
and one year of 4th grade as a Multiple Subjects Intern with TCOE's IMPACT
program. Those two years inspired me to pursue Special Education, and upon finishing my second year of
teaching, I withdrew to start FPU's credential program.
Do you have any hobbies? What do you enjoy doing away from work? I enjoy reading, shopping, coffee,
and spending time with family and friends. I can often be found at a coffee shop or window shopping with a
friend or family member in my spare time.
Give us a short sentence or two on your teaching philosophy.
I believe that ALL students are capable of learning. As a teacher, it is my moral and ethical obligation to
provide high-quality instruction that meets their unique needs in an environment that is safe and supportive.
Also, as an educator, it is my duty to advocate for my students and give them the tools to support
themselves.
What are you looking forward to at CUSD? I can see that Corcoran is indeed a one-of-a-kind place, and
I am looking forward to getting to know the students, the teachers, and the community.

Rebekah Martin

What school, subject, and grade are you teaching? Corcoran High School,
ROP Medical Term and ROP EMR
Tell us a little bit about yourself: I am married, I have three sons and 1
Grandson.
Where did you grow up? Coalinga
Where did you go to college? Majors/Degrees? Fresno Pacific/Westhills
College
Do you have any prior teaching or other work experience? I have been a
Licensed Vocational Nurse since 2008. I taught Health Occupations for one year
and CNA program.
Do you have any hobbies? What do you enjoy doing away from work? I
enjoy relaxing at the beach and spending time with my family. In my spare time, I
enjoy reading a good book.
Give us a short sentence or two on your teaching philosophy.
I believe students learn best when they are motivated and inspired by those
around them.
What are you looking forward to at CUSD? Inspiring students to fulfill their
goals and proceed with a career in the Medical Field. Creating a pathway for their
future.

Jamy Mendoza

What school, subject, and grade are you teaching? CHS, High School 9-12,
Spanish
Tell us a little bit about yourself: I am a first-generation college student, and
I am extremely proud of my roots, where I am from, who I am, and whom I
have become. My family is a huge support system for me, and everything that I
do is for them and my students.
Where did you grow up? I grew up in Mexico and moved to Hanford at the
age of 6.
Where did you go to college? Majors/Degrees? I attended COS (A.A) and
then transferred to Fresno State, where I earned my Spanish, BA cum laude and
my single subject teaching credential.
Do you have any prior teaching or other work experience? Co-teaching,
Clovis East High School and Reyburn Intermediate in Clovis.
Do you have any hobbies? What do you enjoy doing away from work? I
enjoy listening to music, spending time with my family and my dogs.
Give us a short sentence or two on your teaching philosophy.
Students rise to the expectations that we hold them to, for they are far more capable than they know and in
order to give them that confidence, we must believe in them and give them the tools to succeed.
What are you looking forward to at CUSD?
I love the atmosphere here at CHS, and I am looking forward to growing with the school and students
throughout my teaching career.

Claudia
Mendoza-Medel

What school, subject, and grade are you teaching? Corcoran HS,
Chemistry, 10th grade
Tell us a little bit about yourself: I am a wisecracking science geek. I enjoy
all things science and science fiction/fantasy. I have a passion for teaching
because I believe that critical thinking is a gateway to self-betterment in all
areas of life. I am married to the love of my life, Hannah, and I, as of writing
this, have three daughters: Rory (3), Millie (2), and Hailey (nb).
Where did you grow up? Modesto, California
Where did you go to college? Majors/Degrees? Bachelors in Chemistry at
CSU Fresno, Masters in Secondary Education at Grand Canyon University
Do you have any prior teaching or other work experience? I taught 1/2 a
year of Chemistry at Cristo Rey High School as an interim teacher in
Sacramento.
Do you have any hobbies? What do you enjoy doing away from work?
I play paintball recreationally when I have the time to exercise. I also play the
piano and am a classically trained pianist. I have been playing for 18 years
now. I am currently working on Chopin's Etude Op. 10 No. 4 (Torrent).
Give us a short sentence or two on your teaching philosophy.
Teaching students how to think is more important than teaching them what to
think.
What are you looking forward to at CUSD? Gaining experience and
learning from my colleagues. I want to spend as much time as I can watching
experienced educators work with their students so I can learn to do the same.

Joshua Miedema

Adrian Panduro

What school, subject, and grade are you teaching? Corcoran High
School. I am a Resource Teacher, and I teach Life Skills, World History, US
History, and Economics/Government.
Tell us a little bit about yourself: I am a proud Corcoran Unified Alum
first-generation Mexican American. I am happily married to my High School
sweetheart and have two dogs and two cats.
Where did you grow up? I grew up in the Great community of Corcoran,
and I am very blessed to come back and pay it forward. This community has
invested in me, and it is my turn to invest in my students so they, too, can make
their dreams come true.
Where did you go to college? Majors/Degrees? I went to Cal State
Bakersfield and earned a Liberal Studies degree to become a teacher.
Do you have any prior teaching or other work experience? I have
been teaching ever since I can remember through being involved in wrestling at

a young age. I always liked to teach others because, in doing so, I became better at my craft. I have also
substitute taught all grades K-12. I have worked in Applied Behavioral Analysis with students on the
Autism Spectrum, teaching them functional living and social skills.
Do you have any hobbies? What do you enjoy doing away from work? I have a couple of
hobbies that include: Coaching, Fishing, and spending time with my wife and dogs.
Give us a short sentence or two on your teaching philosophy.
My teaching philosophy is constantly changing due to always learning. One thing that has always stayed
with me is the law of hard work. If you work hard and put a plan into action, you will get the results you
want. Also, building rapport with my students is paramount because students do not care what you know
until they know that you care.
What are you looking forward to at CUSD? I look forward to most at CUSD being a role model for
my students and instilling a growth mindset. A mindset that allows them to face adversity head-on and
overcome their hardships in life to make their dreams come true.
What school, subject, and grade are you teaching? Corcoran High
School, JROTC (Aerospace Science) 9-12
Tell us a little bit about yourself: I am a 23 year Air Force veteran and
served as a Hebrew Linguist, flew on the RC-135 Reconnaissance Aircraft for
11 years, and served as an acquisitions program manager for 12. I am the father
of two girls (17 and 14), with the oldest currently enrolled in Culinary School in
Sacramento. I'm also engaged to a wonderful woman who has two children of
her own (20 and 10). I love to work out, play golf, read, and spend time playing
board games with my family.
Where did you grow up? I was born in Ohio but grew up in Indiana and
considered Indiana my "home."
Where did you go to college? Majors/Degrees? I got my Associates's
Degree in communications from the Community College of the Air Force. I did
my undergrad in business management through Peru State College and
completed a Master's degree in Human Relations and counseling through the
University of Oklahoma in Norman, OK. I Then finished a Master's degree in
education through Brandman University and am halfway through a Master's
degree in Christian Ministries through Liberty University.

Todd Partin

Conner Charette cont.
Do you have any prior teaching or other work experience? Yes, I was an assistant professor of
Aerospace Science at Fresno State for two years. I taught at Clovis East High School for five years and
served as the Assistant Principal of Yosemite High School last year before accepting this position.
Do you have any hobbies? What do you enjoy doing away from work? I love to golf and exercise. I also
enjoy riding motorcycles.
Give us a short sentence or two on your teaching philosophy.
My teaching philosophy is to provide my students as many post-graduation opportunities for life success as
possible regardless of their current situations or past life experiences.
What are you looking forward to at CUSD? I'm looking forward to making a difference in the life of
our students that feel they don't have much of a chance for high-level success in their lives.
What school, subject, and grade are you teaching? CHS Learning
Director
Tell us a little bit about yourself: I'm a Hanford native but lived in Portland,
Oregon, for 12 years after high school. I'm married, and my husband and I have
four kids ranging from ages 11 to 28. I have followed in my mom's footsteps in
teaching and school administration. I have an identical twin who also works in
education but at the elementary level. My husband and I love to hang out with
our family and spend time at the coast when possible.
Where did you grow up? Hanford
Where did you go to college? Majors/Degrees? Cascade College (a
branch campus of Oklahoma Christian University located in Portland, Oregon),
Keller Graduate School (grad program of DeVry University, online program). I
have a bachelor's in business administration and an MBA.
Do you have any prior teaching or other work experience? This is my
8th year in education. I taught primarily high school math and a brief stint in 7th
grade teaching math and science. This is my first school administrative position. Before teaching, I was an
accountant. Over approximately 15 years, I did financials for both the private and public sectors. I also
spent a little over a year as the City Clerk for the City of Hanford.
Do you have any hobbies? What do you enjoy doing away from work? Hanging out with my family, eating
together, and singing karaoke.
Give us a short sentence or two on your teaching philosophy.
All students are capable; we just have to find the tools that fit them!
What are you looking forward to at CUSD? Working and learning more about admin duties and
how I can support our teachers and students.

Melonie Robinson

Brittani Shores

What school, subject, and grade are you teaching? Corcoran High,
Social Science, 11th and 12th
Tell us a little bit about yourself: I am 29. I have lived in Fresno with my
partner for six years. My mom is a single parent, and she had to work a full-time
job, so I constantly spent my time in school during the after-school programs. I
have two dogs, Buttercup and Papa, who are both rescues from the Shelter. I love
anything Disney and Disneyland. I used to go once a month, but now it's only
once every six months to once a year.
Where did you grow up? Tulare, CA
Where did you go to college? Majors/Degrees? I first went to COS and
got my Associates in Transfer Studies. I then went to Fresno State and earned my
BS in History. I also completed my credential program at Fresno State.
Do you have any prior teaching or other work experience? I worked for
Golden Plains Unified teaching English and Madera Unified teaching 8th-grade
history and 7th and 8th grade Special Education Science.
Do you have any hobbies? What do you enjoy doing away from work?
I like to read, listen to podcasts, go to the movies, go to Disneyland, and hanging
out with my dogs.
Give us a short sentence or two on your teaching philosophy.
I believe that all students can succeed; we just need to give them the tools to be
successful.
What are you looking forward to at CUSD? I am looking forward to giving
back to the community. They have already made me feel so welcome that I want
to make them proud.

What school, subject, and grade are you teaching? Corcoran High
School, Mathematics
Tell us a little bit about yourself: I read a lot. Play video games. Work out
(but not enough). I also enjoy BBQ.
Where did you grow up? Porterville
Where did you go to college? Majors/Degrees? Porterville College, UC
Santa Barbara, CSU Bakersfield, National University. BS Math Degree, MA
Education
Do you have any prior teaching or other work experience? This is my
10th year teaching. I previously taught at Alpaugh, Exeter High, Golden West.
Do you have any hobbies? What do you enjoy doing away from work?
I am learning to program and working on an A+ certification for fun
Give us a short sentence or two on your teaching philosophy.
I work hard, stay after school, forgo my preps, and sometimes meals. I hope my
work ethic is infectious.
What are you looking forward to at CUSD? Helping students attain their
goals.

Vincent Velasquez

