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Dear CJUSD Family, 
School has been back in session for several weeks now, and we could not be happier! Each 
school is buzzing with excitement and plenty of learning. Our staff is doing an incredible job 
of serving all of our students and ensuring positive and safe learning environments are in 
place and maintained throughout the day. Our wonderful staff members also connect with 
and meet with our families to provide reliable and effective communication services are in 
place that help meet the needs of our students.

I am incredibly proud of our staff's progress so far in implementing the professional learning 
from this summer, including instructional strategies and practices, safety protocols, and new 
communication systems. I'm also pleased with our student's hard work and participation in 
class, thereby maximizing daily learning opportunities.

We hope that our families and students' first several weeks back to school have been filled 
with happiness, smooth transitions, and a renewed enthusiasm for learning. I appreciate your 
help in getting this year off to a strong start!

Sincerely,
Eduardo Ochoa, SuperintendentUpcoming events/

reminders 

Regular Board Meeting 
October 11, 2022 

6 PM - Board Room 

Regular Board Meeting 
October 25, 2022 

6 PM - Board Room 

Regular Board Meeting 
November 8,  2022 
6 PM - Board Room 

NO SCHOOL 
November 11, 2022 

Veterans Day 

CUSD Newsletter

• Damaged devices have been returned 
from repairs and are ready for service. 

• Speakers are being installed in 
common areas for safety notifications.



CJUSD Star Students

Pictured above (back row) Patty Robertson, Vice Presicent Berenice Alvarez, President 
Sammy Ramirez, Clerk Sandra DeLaFuente, and Valerie Bega. (front row) 
Superintendent Eduardo Ochoa, Leonard Chavez, Kenya Rios, Jaydalin Lazaro, 
Samantha De Soto and Rome Johnson.

• Continued construction at 
CHS 

• The boy's gym at CHS 
should have the new HVAC 
system up and running by 
the middle of  October 

Upcoming Event for the 
next month: 
Construction will soon 
begin at Bret Harte for the 
new TK classrooms. 



CJUSD New Faculty
Dustin Dos Santos 

What school,  subject,  and grade are you teaching? CHS, Social  Studies: 
Geography and World History, 9th-10th 
Tell us a little bit about yourself: I was born and raised here in the Valley. My 
family is from the island of Terceira, part of the Azores. I love History, and 
when I am not in the classroom, I like to cook and spend time with my family. 
Where did you grow up? Tulare, CA 
Where did you go to college? Majors/Degrees? College of the Sequoias and 
California State University Fresno with a BA in History 
Do you have any prior teaching or other work experience? I was a short and 
long-term substitute teacher. Before that, I spent five years in the culinary field 
and two years at a thrift store in Tulare. 
Do you have any hobbies? What do you enjoy doing away from work? I 
love to cook and bake new recipes. 

Give us a short sentence or two on your teaching philosophy. I like to focus 
on group work that encourages students to collaborate and corroborate ideas. I also want to have them work 
with higher-order thinking to challenge my students with their ideas and materials. 
What are you looking forward to at CUSD? I am looking forward to having my classroom and being able 

Kimberly Wright-Burns 
What school, subject, and grade are you teaching? District ELL Coach 
Tell  us  a  little  bit  about  yourself:  My husband  and  I  have  lived  in  Kings 
County since 1992. My parents and sisters also live in this area. My children 
were  raised  here  and  attended local  schools  before  going  off  to  college  and 
relocating to the East Coast. Although I enjoy my life here in Kings County, I 
love to travel anytime I can. 
Where did you grow up? San Jose, California 
Where  did  you  go  to  college?  Majors/Degrees?  I  received  my  bachelor's 
degree in English from San Jose State University. I completed my master's and 
my reading specialist credential at Fresno State. Later, I obtained my multiple 
subject  teaching  credential  at  Sacramento  State.  I  recently  completed  my 
administrative credential through the Bridges to Leadership Program. 
Do you have any prior teaching or other work experience? I have worked in 
education for  over  25 years.  I've  worked at  four  different  school  sites,  three 
districts, and the Kings County Office of Education. 

Do you have any hobbies? What do you enjoy doing away from work? I  love,  love,  love to read.  I 
frequently walk for exercise and practice yoga. 
Give us a short sentence or two on your teaching philosophy. I genuinely believe that all students deserve 
an education that prepares them for the future, whether it be college, a career, or something else. All students 
can achieve, and the educator's role is to ensure student success. 



Joshua Mettler 
What school, subject, and grade are you teaching? 8th math/science 
Tell us a little bit about yourself: I am a fun and energetic person. I like to go 
on hikes with my wife and kids, I play golf regularly with my dad, and I want 
to work on my car. I went to Fresno State University and played baseball until I 
tore my rotator cuff and ended my baseball career. I graduated with a degree in 
History with an emphasis on Jewish Studies. 
Where did you grow up? I was born and raised in Fresno, CA. 
Where did you go to college? Majors/Degrees? Fresno State for my BA in 
History and the University of Massachusetts Global for credential 
Do you have any prior teaching or other work experience? I volunteered at 
my  father's  elementary  school  for  three  years  (Ewing  Elementary),  then 
substitute taught for two years in King county. 
Do you have any hobbies? What do you enjoy doing away from work? I 
spend most of my time with my kids as my daughter is a gymnast, and my son 
plays baseball. I am a huge fan of San Francisco Giants baseball and the UFC. 
Give us a short sentence or two on your teaching philosophy. I believe that 

teachers are the avenues in which students learn and collaborate with their peers. Students strive to know if 
expectations are high and clear, and students' desire to learn increases if they collaborate and learn with hands-
on, project-based learning. 
What are you looking forward to at CUSD? I am looking forward to the support of my PLC group. They 
have been so helpful, and I look forward to working with them throughout the year. 

Carmen Olivares 
What school, subject, and grade are you teaching? Bret Harte Elementary 
First Grade Teacher 
Tell us a little bit about yourself: I have been married for 27 years. I have four 
amazing children, two boys, and two girls. 
Where did you grow up? I grew up in Hanford and attended and graduated 
from Hanford High School. 
Where did you go to college? Majors/Degrees? I attended College of the 
Sequoias, where I received my AA, then transferred to Fresno Pacific University, 
where I received my BA in Liberal Arts. 
Do you have any prior teaching or other work experience? Before coming to 
CUSD, I was employed at Pioneer Union School District, where I worked for 
twelve years as the English Language Instructor for the District. 
Do you have any hobbies? What do you enjoy doing away from work? My 
family and I enjoy camping in the mountains on my time off from work. I also 
enjoy shopping! 

Give us a short sentence or two on your teaching philosophy. I aspire to be a teacher who instills a love of 
learning and critical thinking in all my students. 
What are you looking forward to at CUSD? I look forward to creating beautiful memories with my students 
and with all of my co-workers. 



Brittany Boyer 
What school, subject, and grade are you teaching? John Muir Literacy Coach 
Tell us a little bit about yourself: I taught ELA and Social Studies at Reef-
Sunset Middle School in Avenal, CA. I have one daughter who just started 8th 
grade this year in Hanford. We have two dogs, Loki and Luna, and a cockatiel 
named Bowie (After David Bowie..yes!). 
Where did you grow up? I was born and raised in Hanford. 
Where did you go to college? Majors/Degrees? I completed my BA in Liberal 
Arts with a focus on Teaching at Chapman with a minor in psychology. I 
completed my teaching credential through Brandman. 
Do you have any prior teaching or other work experience? I worked as a 
Courtroom Clerk for the Tulare County Courts, Juvenile division. 
Do you have any hobbies? What do you enjoy doing away from work? I love 
to cook and bake in my spare time! I also play tennis when the weather is nice, 
and volleyball. I also just took up golf this summer! 
Give us a short sentence or two on your teaching philosophy. 

Relationships with students are fundamentally crucial in education. Build relationships with students first, and 
the learning will follow. 
What are you looking forward to at CUSD? I am excited to work with a great team of teachers and help 
them to support our student's learning and growth throughout the school year! 

Maria Álvaro 
What school, subject, and grade are you teaching? High School Spanish 
Tell us a little bit about yourself: I am a former CHS graduate. I am married 
and have a three-year-old daughter that I enjoy seeing grow every day. Most of 
my family members live in Corcoran. I want to teach high school students and be 
involved in my World Language communities, where I have had the opportunity 
to facilitate events and classes. 
Where did you grow up? I was born in Guanajuato, México, and moved to 
Corcoran, CA, at 11. 
Where  did  you  go  to  college?  Majors/Degrees?  I  went  to  College  of  the 
Sequoias  and  transferred  to  Fresno  State,  where  I  received  my bachelor's  in 
Spanish Language and Literature and my teaching credential. 
Do you have any prior teaching or other work experience? I taught in Visalia 
for three years, then moved to San Diego and taught there for four years until my 
family and I decided to return to Corcoran. 
Do you have any hobbies? What do you enjoy doing away from work? I 

enjoy spending time with my family, visiting new places, and eating new food. I also like to paint and spend 
time at home relaxing with my family. 
Give us a short sentence or two on your teaching philosophy.  I believe that each student deserves the 
opportunity  to  learn and be successful.  As a  World Language Educator,  I  have the responsibility  to  help 
students develop critical thinking skills, be globally competent, and become advocates for their communities. I 
am passionate  about  teaching,  facilitating,  and  fostering  students'  knowledge  and  language  skills.  Still,  I 
always ensure that I am not only a World Language Teacher but also a teacher of students. 
What are you looking forward to at CUSD? I am thrilled and honored to start my 8th year with Corcoran 
Joint Unified School District and look forward to growing as an educator and providing the best learning 
opportunities to our students at CHS. 



John Muir Highlights

Hispanic 
Heritage 

Month 
The school celebrated 

Hispanic Heritage 
Month with activities, 
games, and dress-up 

days.

Constitution Day 
John Muir started Constitution Day on September 16th by having the AFJROTC present the colors. A whole 
school pledge of  allegiance was then recited by nearly 800 students and followed up with beautiful singing of  
the national anthem by Mrs. Rebecca Reynolds, wife of  John Muir teacher Mr. Justin Reynolds. Student 
Council student Fatima Garcia Ayala read the preamble to the Constitution, and finished off  the event by 
having the entire school hold red and blue posters high above their heads in the shape of  the year 1787 in 
recognition of  the signing of  our country's governing document.  They had a successful Constitution Day 
with the help of  all our staff, students, a fabulous guest singer, and the Corcoran High School ROTC!



The Corcoran High School football games have been supported by their band, and the energy has been 
electric! Both the CHS and John Muir bands will be marching in this year's upcoming Cotton Parade and look 
forward to representing Corcoran's community and heritage. 

Mark Twain's 5th-grade band is off  to a great start and will have an instrument rental night in the Mark Twain 
cafeteria. Date and time to be announced soon. 

Upcoming Events: 
The Cotton Festival and Parade will be happening on Saturday, October 1st.

John Muir athletics is off  to a fantastic start!!!  Our football 
team is currently 5-1.  They are the number two team in the 
league and qualified for the playoffs at John Muir on 
9/28/22, in which they took the championship after falling 
a little short last year.  The volleyball team is currently 7-2 
and is second in their division. 
The school is looking forward to a strong finish and making 
the playoffs.  Our boys and girls cross country just hosted a 
successful home meet, and numbers show that they will look 
to defend their boy's championship title and improve on the 
girl's third-place finish. 

Sports events for the next month: 
SAL Volleyball Tournament, SAL Cross Country Tournament



8th Grade Math 
Intervention Field Trip

On September 29, 88 Eighth Grade students took a bus to Pacifica 
Tiny Homes here in Corcoran. John Muir planned this trip to 
coincide with the cumulation of  their class project, where the 
students designed a small home. The students were exposed to floor 
plans, job descriptions, and regulations regarding building these tiny 
homes, including question-and-answer opportunities. These 
students are now using that knowledge to re-evaluate their designs 
and adjust based on this new knowledge. The people at Pacifica 

Tiny Homes were generous as the students received a goody bag that included a tape measure, lumber 
pencil, a notebook to take notes, a bottle of  water, and brochures that listed floor plans, sq. feet, and the 
cost of  the tiny homes. This was a very productive real-life application of  a math project, teaching the 
students how detailed their plans needed to be, the rules and regulations on tiny homes, and what can be 
included in the floor plan. They also learned that a few adjustments to their house plan would produce a 
product that can be used to build a tiny home.

Upcoming Event for next month at John Muir: 
Red Ribbon Week



Corcoran High School Highlights



September 26 - 

September 30, 

2022 
Monday through 

Thursday - Students 

will be working on 

building a  float 

Thursday - 

Powderpuff game at 

7:00 p.m. 

Friday - Homecoming 

Rally at 2:20 p.m. 

 Snake Parade 

immediately after 

All CHS staff wear pink on Wednesdays to show that they are 
always united and there for each other.


